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SDG Indicators and FDES Statistics

• One SDG indicator, but many statistics with:

• different sources (surveys, admin records, …)

• various agencies

• different periodicities

• For environmentally-related SDG indicators, 
need for a framework to:

• structure the data

• provide interlinkages

=> The FDES can play this role.
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Details and uses of the Matrix

MatrixSDGs FDES

• Developed by UNSD using the available metadata of the SDG indicators

• Correspondence between the environmentally-related SDGs indicators and the 
Basic Set of Environment Statistics (BSES) contained in the FDES

• For Tier I and II indicators the BSES may provide either some or all statistics 
needed to compile the indicators

• For Tier III indicators workplans are under development => tentative 
correspondence

• Includes FDES statistics directly used in the SDG indicators and related statistics
Provides a framework for underlying for SDG indicators 
Links SDG indicators to existing statistics
Gives an idea of required statistics per SDG indicator
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Example
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FDES to SDGs 
Completed for all SDG Indicators 

FDES 
Component 1 2 3 4 5 6 Avg

All FDES Tiers 41 46 55 65 28 40 44
Core (Tier 1) 
FDES Statistic 81 33 53 25 33 67 53

• Almost all environmentally-related indicators require 
statistics contained in the Basic Set of the FDES

Table: Percentage of FDES statistics necessary or strongly related to  
SDG environmental indicators
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Ongoing Work

Up-to-date 
document

IAEG-SDGs 
Meeting

Tiering+ 
Metadata 

refinement

Matrix 
revision

• Matrix as of 22 May 2018

• Systematic revision process to 
keep it up to date

• Available at: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/env
stats/fdes/SDGsInd_BasicSetMat
rix.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/SDGsInd_BasicSetMatrix.pdf
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Thank you for your attention!

For more information please contact 

the Environment Statistics Section 

at the UN Statistics Division:

E-mail: envstats@un.org

website: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/

